Worship Details for June/July/August/September 2008

Sunday 1 June 10.00am Traditional
11.15am Contemporary
3.00pm Sanctuary
6.30pm Evening Worship

Thursday 5 June 12.45pm Lunchtime Service
Sunday 8 June 10.30am Mix Service with
Communion

3.00pm Merrylee Lodge
6.30pm Evening Worship

Thursday 12 June 12.45pm Lunchtime Service
with Communion
Sunday 15 June 10.00am Traditional
11.15am Contemporary
3.00pm Cartvale Care Centre
6.30pm Radiate Service at
Cathcart Baptist
Church
Thursday 19 June 12.45pm Lunchtime Service
Sunday 22 June 10.00am Traditional

11.15am Contemporary
6.30pm Evening Worship

Thursday 26 June 12.45pm Lunchtime Service
Sunday 29 June 10.00am Traditional

11.15am Contemporary
6.30pm Evening Worship



Sunday 6 July

Sunday 13 July

Sunday 20 July

Sunday 27 July

Sunday 3 August

Sunday 10 August

Thursday 14 August

Sunday 17 August

Thursday 21 August

Sunday 24 August

Thursday 28 August

Sunday 31 August

10.30am
3.00pm

10.30am
3.00pm

10.30am
3.00pm

10.30am
10.30am
3.00pm

10.30am
3.00pm

12.45pm

10.00am
11.15am
3.00pm
6.30pm

12.45pm
10.00am
11.15am
6.30pm

12.45pm
10.00am

11.15am
6.30pm

The Mix
Sanctuary

The Mix
Merrylee Lodge

The Mix
Cartvale Care Centre

The Mix

The Mix ‘Holiday
Club’ Service
Sanctuary

The Mix
Merrylee Lodge

Lunchtime Service

Traditional
Contemporary
Cartvale Care Centre
Evening Worship

Lunchtime Service
Traditional
Contemporary
Evening Worship
Lunchtime Service
Traditional

Contemporary
Evening Worship



Thursday 4 September 12.45pm Lunchtime Service

Sunday 7 September  10.00am Traditional
11.15am Contemporary
3.00pm Sanctuary
6.30pm Evening Worship

THURSDAY LUNCHTIME SERVICES....would you be free
every 4 or 5 weeks to come along on a Thursday morning to
help to prepare the soup and sandwich lunch, along with three
other people?

Our small band of willing helpers would love some more
support, so if you feel that you could help after the summer,
please speak to me or lain or Wilma.

Christine Duncan

P.S. This appeal is not only for the fair sex, so come on guys
— Robert, Bill and lan feel rather out-numbered!!

FROM THE MANSE
Dear friends,

At our recent Elder’s Conference the Kirk Session agreed
unanimously to adopt a new model that is shaped to meet the
challenges of offering improved care and providing more
effective contact with our Congregation. The new approach is
firmly based on the biblical principle that God’s people use their
gifts to care for one another and do ministry together.



For this new model to work effectively some members of the
Congregation will be identified and approached to ascertain
their willingness to fulfil the different roles required. Training
meetings will be arranged and responsibilities outlined after
which we hope, those identified will volunteer to get involved.
I hope that each person approached will seriously consider
getting involved in this shared approach to ministry. | know
that many feel that they have little or nothing to offer but
maybe the following story will encourage you to think
otherwise.

I was recently reminded of the story of an Indian water
carrierwho every morning took two large pots to the well. He
carried them home, one at each end of a long pole. The
problem was that one of the pots was cracked and by the time
he returned from the well at least half of its contents had
leaked away. According to the story, the defective pot was in
deep despair one day and told the carrier that he needed to
find a replacement. ‘I'm useless,’ it exclaimed. ‘I never do my
job properly. You need to find a better pot.’

The carrier spoke with reassurance. ‘Have you never noticed
the flowers that grow at the side of the path to the well?
Because | knew about your flaw, | planted seeds there. Every
day as we return | carry you on that side of the path, and as
we walk, you water them. How else could I pick such beautiful
flowers to adorn my master’s table each day? Were you not
the way you are, the master would not have had such beauty
to grace his house.’

The story of the pot has a point. God knows that we are not
perfect and flaws can have their uses. The by-product of our
failures can often prove to be better than the dreams of our



achievements. As Jesus expressed it, ‘My power is made
perfect in weakness’ (2 Cor. 12:9).

Believe me, it's true and it is no hindrance to ministry. | should
know. I'm a cracked-pot!

Paul says that as Christians we are all very ordinary vessels
(clay jars) containing priceless ‘treasure’ which is ‘the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ’. Itis
humbling that God should be best able to work through us
when we are weak and dependent on him, but we should
rejoice that He chooses to do so.

I have confidence that if you are approached to become
involved in this exciting initiative that you will prayerfully
consider it. Cracked-pots are required!

Blessings,

lain Morrison

Elders’ Conference; A Personal Reflection

It was only at the end of the recent Elder's Conference that lain
approached me and asked if | would prepare an article for the
Courier detailing the Conference from “an elder’s point of view”.
| agreed readily (....sort of) and then promptly wished | had
taken some more detailed notes, well any kind of notes really.
Handouts were provided, so using them and praying for good
memory (God always answers prayer), what follows is a
personal reflection on the day’s events.

The day started very well with tea, home baking and tablet;
then to work. The Conference, led by lain and Wilma, was
extremely well attended with approximately 40 elders of



Cathcart Trinity Church, invited elders from the United Free
Church and a number of elders ordained in other Churches,
who are now regularly worshipping in Cathcart.

The purpose of the Conference was to agree on a new model of
pastoral care which was appropriate for all members of our
Congregation. The Kirk Session had approved the initial
proposals many months previously, the result of which was the
formation of a small steering group that had developed the
model further. After a great deal of work, reflection and prayer
by the group, lain and Wilma now presented the expanded
proposals to the Kirk Session for approval, or otherwise.

lain began the presentation by outlining the proposals for the
development of neighbourhood groupings and elder area
teams. This was set in a biblical and theological context and
lain clearly demonstrated that this model of pastoral care had
been used throughout the Bible. The model was based on
shared ministry and the use of “all God’s people” to care for
one another. Had this not been the model adopted by Jesus
and his disciples? This set the mood for the Conference and
there was clearly a feeling of not only following in our Lord’s
path but of being led by the Holy Spirit in a new and exciting
direction to perform God’'s work in our Congregation.

Wilma developed the model within a local Church context and
then we broke for group sessions to discuss the proposals.
There were seven groups in total working on the questions of
“What are the benefits of Neighbourhood Groupings?” and
“How do we make them work?” Discussion in all groups was
lively (certainly in mine) and conclusions were reported back
through an open forum led by lain. Feedback was extremely
positive and everyone felt this was an excellent vehicle for
extending our contact with all members of the Congregation, as
well as providing an opportunity for more people within the



Congregation to serve God in a role which is appropriate and
“comfortable” to them.

There was then a slight delay in the arrival of lunch; however
this gave ample opportunity to sample more of the delightful
tablet, although it was proving difficult to get past lain to reach
it. Immediately after lunch we were taken through the details
of Elder Area Teams and the role of individual elders within this
context. Some elders expressed concern that they may loose
touch with existing members. It was clearly explained that this
would not be the case. The mood was a mix of anticipation; a
little trepidation and once again the feeling that we were being

/led, not by lain or Wilma, but by the Holy Spirit to a conclusion
which would provide more effective contact and pastoral care
to our Congregation.

Further group work followed, focusing on the benefits and
practicalities of an Area Elder Team model. Ideas were flowing;
better use of resources, sharing the pastoral load, matching of
elders and Congregation and appropriate levels of contact, to
name but a few. It was clear that all present were excited and
enthusiastic about the proposals put forward by the steering
group. The final presentation detailed further proposals to
revise the current Ministry Teams within the Church. The
teams were to be realigned to meet the needs of the vibrant
and growing Church which Cathcart Trinity is today. The
changes to, and expansion of, the Ministry Teams continued
the theme of a shared approach to ministry.

The full proposals were then put to a vote of the Kirk Session,
and passed unanimously. Everyone felt that we had achieved
“something special” which was right for our Church and
Congregation and was the way in which God had directed us to

go.



The meeting ended with Communion, followed by a couple
more bits of tablet for the road. It was now becoming almost
impossible to get past lain. Overall reflections are of
excitement, fellowship, achievement and the very definite
presence of God. God and tablet, a great day ...................

Alex Hardie, Elder

ART AND CRAFT CLUB
Fiona Sutherland,

We are approaching the end of our session now and it
depends upon the work at the halls when we actually finish.
The hope is we will manage to continue until 26 June 2008.

Our outing for lunch was Friday, 16 May 2008 and again it
saw us at Scholars Restaurant where they were having a
Hawaiian theme! As usual we all enjoyed ourselves with the

lovely meal.

We have had a good session this year and have said farewell
to two members who have moved out of Glasgow and
welcomed three new members. We still have a small waiting
list but if you would like to be added, let me know.

I wish everyone a good summer, with rest, relaxation and

also time to gather new material for the coming session

which recommences on 4 September 2008.

Keep up the good work,
Fiona



CATHCART M E SUPPORT GROUP

Our programme for meetings is to be found on the Cathcart
Trinity website (see cover of this magazine).

Many of our members have had to attend medicals and appeal
tribunals over the years and have found them to be stressful
occasions. With further proposed legislation, the number of our
members attending these hearings are likely to increase.

With this in mind, on Thursday 28 June we are having a
spotlight on tips for attending medicals and tribunals, when
members will share their experiences.

As usual this is an open meeting and everyone is welcome to
come along and to contribute. However if someone would like
to contribute, but wishes to remain anonymous, he/she should
‘phone me before the 28 June meeting.

SOUTHSIDE QUIZ

Rosalind Alexander, formerly of Muirend, now of Toward (Bute),
submitted a Quiz for your amusement; see the May 2008
Courier. Here are the answers:

1. Little forest beside the Minister’'s house....
MANSEWOOD

A hill with an American state....MOUNT FLORIDA
This is recent territory....NEWLANDS

A famous battle....LANGSIDE

Vehicle belongs to one who has

agbkwn



© N

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

lost his troosers....CARDONALD

Here you can play golf, go shopping

or swimming....POLLOK

Where the fight was fought....BATTLEFIELD
Christian symbol is marked on my
palm....CROSSMYLOOF

Lady from Renfrewshire sees a Scout Rally....
BELLAHOUSTON

A lowered sheltered side away from the wind....
NETHERLEE

Wooded valley for cattle....COWGLEN

Start of Scottish dance ends with cork and ring....
STRATHBUNGO

A small farm produces a measure of length....
CROFTFOOT

10

Short girl stands beside the white river....CATHCART
Royal lady’s exercise area.... QUEENSPARK

Have a healthy drink at the royal residence....
CASTLEMILK

Babies’ cover used initially for a new dear son....
SHAWLANDS

A valley for a political party.... TORYGLEN

It's not ants which have their home here....NITSHILL
Biblical lady goes wrong in a low area....
RUTHERGLEN

David R McMillan, Editor

AN EVENT which might interest YOU.....

PRAISE GATHERING 08
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall
13, 14 & 15 June



If you have never been to a Praise Gathering Concert, do not
miss out on this inspirational evening of praise and worship.
This year, several Cathcart Trinity members will be in the Choir,
which numbers over four hundred singers.

We intend to make block bookings of seats on the Friday 13
and Saturday 14 June evenings so that we can enjoy the
Concert as a group. Tickets are priced £12.50 and £9. If you
wish to be part of the Cathcart Trinity group please contact
either Jaan Martindale or Gay Morrison or Angus Morrison.
Orders and payment for tickets should be made by Sunday 25
May.

If you would prefer to attend on the Sunday evening (or to sit on
your own!!), tickets con be purchased from the box office.

Jaan Martindale

CHRISTIAN AID 2008 NEWS ROUND-UP

*CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2008

Around 9.30am on Monday 12 May your Editor arrived at ‘his’
houses in Merrylee, armed with ‘authorisation’ and with empty
red Christian Aid envelopes. As usual | started with my ‘main
door’ houses, chapping the doors and ringing the bells, handing
over an envelope or sticking them through letter boxes.

But when it came to the two and three-storey flats —
disappointment! Door entry systems had been installed at most
entrances since my last visit in May 2007. However given that it



was early morning, ‘Service’ buttons could be pressed and
access gained.

Return visits to the flats to uplift envelopes had, for obvious
reasons, to be done early morning.

However many doors were never opened and full red Christian
Aid envelopes handed over — folk at work, folk out shopping,
folk hiding? | was disappointed!

Out of 59 houses visited, 15 houses or 25% gave a donation.
This compares with a 50% response in 2005 and a 39%
response in 2007.

Some doorstep exchanges:

e “l don’t remember seeing the envelope. Bye.”
(Door slams shut)

e “Come in and have a chat with me and my husband.”
(Cathcart Trinity member)

e “Christian Aid’s not for me. My wife would give you
something, but she’s out.”
(Door shuts)

* “l have been out. I'll look for the envelope.”
(I tell the woman that | can give her another envelope,
and not to bother looking. But she looks in every room,
including the Hall cupboard. After an eternity, probably 4
or 5 minutes, she comes back to her front door....)
“l can't find the envelope. Sorry.”
(Door shuts)

* “| was expecting you.”
(Man turns round a photograph frame in his Hall; a
treasury note is attached to the back. The red envelope
is sealed. A Cathcart Trinity member)

e “I'm not sure where the envelope is. Someone else must
have it. Bye.”
(Door shuts)



* “I've put money in the envelope. I've also been saving
coppers in a plain envelope for you. Will you take
them?”

(YES!)

* (Woman hands over her Christian Aid envelope with her
donation and asks if her neighbour across the landing
gave a donation. | tell her that the neighbour had not
opened the door). “Try again. She will give you
something. Wait for her coming to the door. She’s slow
on her zimmer.” (1 do as instructed, receive a filled
envelope and participate in a friendly conversation for
some minutes)

Alex Laughlan told me that a mother and daughter ‘team’
collecting for Christian Aid in Glasgow approached a house.
The man was hosing down his car. He made it clear that
Christian Aid wasn’t something he supported. The ‘team’
walked away, only to have the hose turned on their backs! A
bad experience.

In my opinion, collecting for Christian Aid is interesting — in lots
of ways. If you haven't done it before, why not give it a try next
year?

*CHRISTIAN AID COFFEE MORNING

Christian Aid Scotland is grateful to the Congregation, friends
and bakers of Cathcart Trinity for the full-house turn-out at the
Coffee Morning.

Christian Aid is especially grateful to the Sunday Club,
Pathfinders and helpers for supplying their talents of toast
making, tea making and table waiting to the event. £241 was
raised that morning. Subsequent donations increased this to
£271. This means that 40 wells, after the floods in El Salvador,



can be cleaned to provide unpolluted water for dozens of
families.

e Christian Aid Lunch and Stunning Prize Competition -

Sunday 6 July .

Alex Laughlan, Christian Aid Co-ordinator and
David R McMillan, Editor (and Christian Aid Collect  or)

MEKO

Many people at Cathcart Trinity are now aware of MECO
and that three people from here (Maureen, Nikki and
Stacey) are going to Jordan in the summer to participate
in one of its missions there. However, what do we really
know about mission? Where and how does it happen?
What is involved? What is the cost? How can we support
mission?

Maureen Burke has already given two talks (Tuesdays 6
and 13 May) to help us grow in our awareness, our
understanding and our commitment towards world
mission and to those who are involved.

Alison McMillan, of the Education Team, writes....



“On the second of Maureen’s sessions on the Suffering
Church we were shown a film in which a young Muslim
man won a bursary to Chicago University. While in
America he converted to Christianity. He went back to his
parents in his homeland and wondered how he was going
to tell his family that he was no longer Muslim.

Unfortunately, his Bible was found before he was able to
tell them. This resulted in him being disowned and thrown
into the street with literally nothing. His cousins were not
so charitable - they wanted to kill him!

While keeping out of his cousins’ way he came into
contact with a Christian Church and became so involved
with the people there that, despite the very great danger,
he decided not to go back to America, but to remain in his
homeland.

Maureen advised us that the film was fiction, but was
exactly similar to the experiences of Christians in Muslim
countries.

We must remember to keep these people in our prayers.

PS. Didyou see ‘Letters to the Editor’ in The Herald
(Saturday May 27 2008)?

‘Iragi Christians require | read the letter from Charles
our help with urgency Knox (May 16) anent the fate

of Iraqgi Christians with great
sadness. It's a subject | have raised often to draw attention to
the destitution suffered.

Some weeks ago | wrote of my friend William, a Christian
from Mosul, who became a close friend when | lived in Irag. |
spoke of my forlorn hope of returning to Iraq one day to
apologise to his son.



If Mr Knox is correct and Christians are now between a
rock and a hard place, to put it crudely, or, as he put it, “targets
for persecution” between Sunni fanatics on the one hand and
Shia zealots on the other, then | am bound to say that al Qaeda
was introduced into Irag by the coalition; a country where it had
no presence until the invasion.

Similarly, Shia fanaticism is a direct outcome inflamed by
that criminal act of illegal occupation. It, too, never manifested
itself in the years | lived there.

We have a responsibility to all Iraqgis, but if Mr Knox’s analysis is
correct and Christians are being singled out for persecution,
then we have a specific and urgent responsibility to them; we
must be proactive in protecting them.

For once, let’s stop pussyfooting around and demand
that western governments provide relief and refuge
immediately.

Chris Walker, West Kilbride
Again, we must keep these people in our prayers.”

(The last of Maureen’s three talks will be held on Tuesday
3 June at 7.30pm)

PS On Sunday 18 May, as part of the fundraising effort
for Maureen, Nikki and Stacey, the ‘God with Us’ choir
performed in Hillington Park Church. Stacey is a choir
member. The choir sang a new piece, ‘God for Us’. This
was a great night with over £700 raised for the girls’
forthcoming missionary journey to Jordan.

HANDY LITTLE CHART - GOD HAS A POSITIVE
ANSWER!



You say:
God says:

You say:
God says:

You say:
God says:

You say:
God says:

You say:
God says:

You say:
God says:

You say:

God says:

You say:
God says”

You say:
God says:

You say:

“It’'s impossible”
“All things are possible” (Luke 18:27)

“I'm too tired”
“1 will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28-30)

“Nobody really loves me”

“1 love you” (John 3:16 & John 3:34)
17

“l can’'t go on”
“My grace is sufficient” (11 Corinthians 12:9 &
Psalm 91:15)

“l can't figure things out”
“1 will direct your steps” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

“l can't do it”
“You can do all things” (Philippians 4:13)

“I'm not able”
“l am able”
(11 Corinthians 9:8)

“1t's not worth it”
“1t will be worth it”
(Romans 8:28)

“1 can't forgive myself”
“I forgive you” (1 John 1-19 & Romans 8:1)

“1 can’t manage”



God says:

You sat:

God says:

You say:

God says:

You say:

God says:

You say:

God says:

“I will supply your needs” (Philippians 4:19)

“I'm afraid”
“1 have not given you a spirit of fear”
(11 Timothyl-7)

“I'm always worried and frustrated”

“Cast all you cares on ME” (1 Peter 5:7)
18

“I'm not smart enough”
“1 give you wisdom” (1 Corinthians 1:30)

“1 feel all alone”
“1 will never leave you or forsake you”
(Hebrews 13:5)

Pulled off the internet by a friend

As the result of closing down the Library
in the Mid-Hall at the end of April 2008
e 335 Christian books
e 80 childrens’ Christian books
« 28 Bibles
« 52 video cassettes
e 12 stereo cassettes and

» 2CDs

were removed. The original plan was that the 509 items
would be given to the International Christian College. In the
event they were handed over to BOOK AID, a charity
providing Christian literature in areas of need, especially in



Africa, which Cathcart Trinity significantly supported some
months ago.

It is hoped to start another collection for Christian
books and Bibles, for BOOK AID, in the autumn. I hope
that I can count on your support again!

David R McMillan

Prayer Diary
Linda Burke

How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that He should give His only Son,
to make a wretch His treasure.

Our loving Father, we thank you for the love which you have
for us. It touches every part of our being. May we be open
to that love today and tomorrow....

We pray for those who need the reassurance of
your love:
* may those recovering from injury or illness feel the
warmth and support of your love;
* may people waiting to go into hospital or to have
treatment sense your love upholding them with peace
and calm.

We bring their names before you in the sure knowledge that
you love them dearly.



How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that He should give His only Son,
to make a wretch His treasure.

Our loving Father, we thank you for Jesus. We thank you
that we are a treasure for you because of Him. We hardly
feel worthy!

We pray for those who need to know Jesus:
* may those who are carrying a heavy burden know that
they can rest in Him;
* may those who need forgiveness know that they can
receive it in His name.

We bring their names before you in the knowledge that the
Lord Jesus Christ wants to be their Saviour!

As we pray for others, we pray for ourselves: over the
summer period, may we reflect your love to those we meet;

may we walk our journey with Jesus by our side.

Amen



Liz and Sarah Harrap would like to thank everyone for the
loving and tremendous support they both received following
Sarah's accident.

It is almost impossible to put into words how much that support
meant. Your prayers, cards, good wishes and the knowledge
that you were in some way sharing this with us were truly
inspiring. The fact that you made it possible in so many ways
for me to stay in Dundee to be with Sarah was mind-blowing
and | am truly grateful to belong to such a caring church
family. I would also like to thank the people who came up to
Dundee to support me and keep me sane.

Sarah has made an amazing recovery and watching and talking
to her now is a humbling experience when | remember that less
than six weeks ago she was lying in intensive care surrounded
by machines and hooked up to a ventilator. At that point the
prognosis was not good and the future very uncertain.

| can't speak for Sarah, but I am in absolutely no doubt that
God answered the prayers of his people. | believe Sarah's
healing was miraculous and | received unimaginable blessings.
The ‘peace that passeth understanding’ really, really does and |
discovered firsthand what it is to feel joy and praise in such an
awful situation. And, contrary to my previous beliefs, it isn't
about a lightning strike from heaven but a quiet sureness in
God's goodness.

There are so many people to thank, some of whom | may never
meet and so many ‘ripples’ | have heard about because of the
situation. All I can really do is ask God to bless each and every
one of you in some way. | am grateful for the support |
received from my family in England and the tremendous
support and encouragement both Sarah and | had from David,
the chaplain at Ninewells Hospital and Fiona, the chaplain at
Dundee University. Fiona even did our washing!



Sarah still has a way to go but is getting the support she needs.
The plan is to for her to go back to university in September and
we have spent this past week putting things in place for this to
happen.

I cannot thank you all enough and would be really grateful for
your continued prayers for Sarah’s recovery over the summer.

With every blessing,

Liz Harrap

1 HOUR 27 MINUTES
24 SECONDS

That's how long it took Shona Reid to raise over £700 for
Skill, The National Bureau for Students with Disabilities and
a further £700 for Network Rail Charities.

This, despite pulling a muscle at the half way point in this
years Resolution Asset Management 10K.

Well done Shona and many thanks!

lan Miller

FROM THE EDITOR



David R McMillan

When cutting and pasting the above item about Shona Reid into
the Courier, | was forcibly reminded of an item which | read
recently in The Covenanter, the Fenwick Parish Church
Community Magazine, written by the Minister there, the Rev
Geoff Redmayne. Geoff wrote....

“I came across the following story as | was preparing a recent
sermon. Itis from an event in the Barcelona Olympics 1992,
and it illustrates how God’s great love can work out in us.

Britain’s Derek Redmond had dreamed all his life of winning a
gold medal in the 400 metre race, and the dream was in sight
as the gun sounded in the semi-finals at Barcelona. He was
running the race of his life and could see the finish line as he
rounded the turn into the back straight. Suddenly, he felt a
sharp pain go up the back of his leg. He fell face first onto the
track with a torn right hamstring.

Sports lllustrated recorded the dramatic events: As the medical
attendants were approaching, Redmond fought to his feet. ‘It
was animal instinct,” he would say later. He set out hoping, in a
crazed attempt to finish the race. When he reached the
straight, a large man in a T-shirt came out of the stands, hurled
aside a security guard and ran to Redmond, embracing him. It
was Jim Redmond, Derek’s father.

‘You don’t have to do this,” he told his weeping son. ‘Yes | do,’
said Derek. ‘Well then,” said Jim, ‘We’re going to finish this
together.’

And they did. Fighting off security men, his son’s head
sometimes buried in his father’s shoulder, they stayed in
Derek’s lane all the way to the end, as the crowd gaped, then
rose and howled and wept.



Derek didn’'t walk away with the gold medal, but he walked
away with an incredible memory of a father who, when he saw
his son in pain, left his seat in the stands to help him finish the
race.”

Geoff went on....

“That’'s what God in His love does for us. When we are
experiencing pain and we are struggling to finish the race, we
can be confident that we have a loving Father who won't let us
do it alone. He left His place in heaven to come alongside us in
the person of His son, Jesus Christ. ‘I am with you always,’
says Jesus, ‘to the very end of the age.’

Derek and his father already had that vital connection, father to
son and son to father. That connection meant that Jim was
immediately there for Derek when he needed him most. And for
his part, Derek recognised and accepted his father’s help.

Each of us can find a vital connection to our heavenly father,
father to child and child to father, and know the great sustaining
love that goes with it. To find it you just have to connect.

But how do we connect with God....through prayer, Sunday
worship if you are looking, in your working environment, in your
own home, if you set out to seek.’

Approved for publication by the Rev Geoff Redmayne

Have you made that vital connection yet? If you have....great!
If you haven't....God’s waiting!

As | finish, | am forcibly reminded of the vital connection which
Liz Harrap has recently experienced of the Father who came
alongside her and Sarah when they needed Him most.

‘How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure....’



CH3 - 988

London Times Obituary
of the late Mr Common Sense

‘Today we mark the passing of a beloved old friend, Common
Sense, who has been with us for many years. No-one knows
for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago
lost in bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having
cultivated such valuable lessons as:

. Knowing when to come in out of the rain;
. Why the early bird gets the worm;

. Life isn’t always fair; and

. Maybe it was my fault.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t
spend more that you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults,
not children are in charge).

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned
but overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a 6-
year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a
classmate; teenagers suspended from school for using
mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an
unruly student, only worsened his condition.

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers
for doing the job that they themselves had failed to do in
disciplining their unruly children.

It declined even further when schools were required to get
parental consent to administer sun lotion, or an Elastoplast, to a



student ; but could not inform parents when a student became
pregnant and wanted to have an abortion.

Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments
became contraband; Churches became businesses; and
criminals received better treatment than their victims. Common
Sense took a beating when you couldn’t defend yourself from a
burglar in your own home, and the burglar could sue you for
assault.

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live after a woman
failed to realise that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She
spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge
settlement.

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth
and Trust; his wife, Discretion;
along with his daughter and son, Responsibility and Reason.

He is survived by his four stepbrothers; | Know My Rights; |
Want It Now; Someone Else Is To Blame; and I'm A Victim.

Not many attended his funeral because so few realised that he

was gone. If you still remember him, pass this on. If not, join
the majority and do nothing.

Contributed by Betty Smith (Printed in The Reformer
Magazine of East Kilbride Westwood Parish Church)

Life and Work ....

is the editorially independent magazine of the Chur  ch of
Scotland....in the June 2008 issue....

Interview with the Alex Salmond MSP speaks of



First Minister

Forces for good

General Assembly 2008

West Bank witness

From Glasgow to
South India

Pauline pilgrimage

Natural justice?

Music across frontiers

the Kirk’s influence on his
upbringing, and his support
for the faith communities in
modern Scotland.

The work of the Kirk's
chaplains in the Armed
Forces.

Four pages of reports to the
General Assembly.

Jackie Macadam meets a
retired minister who is off to
the Middle East with the
Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and
Israel.

The work of PICT, a charity
founded by members of a
Glasgow Congregation, which
provides health and education
services to low-income
families in India.

lan Bradley visits Damascus.

Jock Stein highlights the
erosion of moral law in favour
of ‘rights’.

Douglas Galbraith reflects on
the ecumenical nature of
church music.



Brain teaser Alan Taylor meets neuro-
scientist Susan Greenfield.

Plus — ‘Our Presbyteries’ focuses on Perth; the series on
‘Scottish Cathedrals’ visits Dunkeld; all the regular columnists,
letters, book reviews, news and crosswords — all for just £1.60!

Check It Out - Pirates!.... is the Cathcart Youth Ministry
Partnership’s Summer Holiday Club for
2008.

It runs from Monday to Friday of the week beginning 28
July, and is based at Cathcart United
Free Church, Struan Road. It runs from
10.00am ‘till 12 noon each day for all
primary age children (as at August 2008)
and is open from 7.30pm ‘till 9.30pm for
all secondary age young people. The
CYMP member Churches have been
running exciting and enjoyable Holiday
Clubs for some years now, and this one
will be no exception. So don't miss the
boat! Pick up a registration form at the

Church or e-mail
dougie.paton@tiscali.co.uk

YOUTH events timetable.... Dougie Paton

Sundays 11.15am- Pathfinders (S1-S3) — Youth
12.30pm Room




Tuesdays 7.30-9.30pm 1440 (formerly The Couch)
18+ (various venues);
contact Cara Wightman on
07979 761950 or on
radiatecbc@aol.com

Fridays 7.30-9.30pm The Hub (S1-S6) — Cathcart
Baptist

Sunday 1 8.15-10.00pm Catalyst (S3+) @

June Cartsbridge Evangelical

Friday 6 7.30-9.30pm Amaze (P7-S3) @ Cathcart

June Trinity

Saturday 7 10.30am- Frenzy Festival @ Ingliston

June 11.00pm

Saturday 21 | 2.00-3.30pm Xplosion event @ Cathcartt

June Trinity (Primary age)

Saturday 21 | 7.30-9.30pm Youth Café @ Cathcart

June Trinity (P3-P7)

Week 10.00am — ‘Check It Out’ Pirates @

commencing | 12.00 noon Cathcart United Free Church

28 July

Week 7.30-9.30pm Youth Cafes @

commencing Cathcart United Free Church

28 July

Sunday 24 8.15-10.00pm Catalyst (S3+) @

August Newton Mearns Baptist

Mission Statement

Following Jesus Christ

Glorifying God




Serving others
Vision Statement

Following Jesus Christ ....with the Holy
Spirit's help we will:
*follow Jesus’ example of prayer, service and obedience;
*encourage one another in the journey of faith;
*reach out to others with the good news of Christ;
*value and welcome all ages and provide opportunity for
them to:

learn about Jesus Christ;

enjoy fellowship and friendship;

identify and use their gifts.

Glorifying God....with the Holy Spirit's help we will:

*be a loving, worshipping fellowship;

*provide opportunities for relevant, inspiring, Spirit filled
worship;

*develop the gifts of God’s people.

Serving Others ....with the Holy Spirit's help we will:

*identify and try to meet the needs of people in our
parish;

*help to support others as we're made aware of need;

*be involved in the life of our local community;

*care for one another;

*deepen relationships with other local Congregations;

*support the world-wide mission of the Church.
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John 15: 9-12 As the Father has loved me, so have |
loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have
obeyed my Father's commands and remain in His love.
I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete.



My command is this: Love each other as | have loved
you.
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G( The current membership of

D the Church of Scotland is
489,118. This does not



include children or the large
* number of adults who attend
or support local
+ , ++—_ +/ congregations, but who do
O + -0 not formally join.
- In comparison, the
* membership of the SNP is
14,000 and the membership
of the Labour party is some
27,000. What is harder to measure is the increase in
knowledge and faith of CofS members and attendees who
aspire to be committed Christians.

/ )

There has been a shaking out of nominal and cultural
membership of parish churches. Those who remain and those
who have joined have a greater sense of Christian purpose and
are more generous than some of their predecessors.

For decades the CofS has not offered a sufficiently clear
Christian alternative to secularism. It has not identified itself
primarily as an evangelical organization with a spiritual agenda.
It has departed from its historical role and it has strayed from its
niche market. It has lost authority and direction and has
become assimilated to Scottish society rather than remaining
distinct within it.

The CofS is now dominated by its vastly overstaffed and highly
paid behemoth of a bureaucracy which has changed from a
facilitating to a management role. Many of its employees are
not Christians, but they do have employment rights. In addition,
political correctness controls what continually fails as a public
relations operation.



Intellectual opposition to Christianity conditions the status of
Christianity in schools. It does this incidentally by relegating
Christianity to a fringe interest aspect of education. Most
children in Scottish state schools today are disconnected from
Christianity as a credible life option. Connecting Christianity
with local church communities is not made important enough to
offer young people the opportunity to opt for Christianity.

But this has had profound consequences for social life in
Scotland, the measure of which no politician is willing to take.
We do now, however, have 8-year-old children being taken to
hospitals suffering from the effects of over-consumption of
alcohol. Neither can we build prisons fast enough.

Scotland’s range of social sicknesses is extensive.
Politicians are not wholly to blame for this, but they could
contribute to a programme of recovery. They never make the
connection between the abandonment of Christianity and the
current range of social problems. They have, however,
managed to impose on churches the ludicrous overkill of charity
regulations and a profoundly disturbing necessity for a
multiplicity of criminal disclosures on largely decent, exemplary
and law-abiding people.

Christianity is diminished by the political tool of equalizing faith
claims. Christianity is greater than any human politics. It has
lasted longer in the world. It cannot be manipulated or
controlled.

Governmental leadership for Christianity is missing in
contemporary Scotland. The consequences will be far-reaching
for centuries to come.

The CofS must become more identified with Christianity. It
must become distinguished from the political establishment of
Scotland. Christianity has been the cement holding many
human societies together over some 2,000 years.



Without Christianity, we will continue to fail as a human
community. The CofS must find the means to communicate the
essential Christian message of redeeming divine love in Jesus
Christ. This message is not time or culture-bound.”

IT"S AFUNNY OLD WORLD....

....funny how we set our clocks to rise at 6.30am so we can be
at work by 8.00am, but on Sundays we can't make the
10.00am Service to praise the one who gave us the jobs!

....funny how small our sins seem, but how big ‘their’ sins are.

....funny how we sing about Heaven, but live only for today.

....funny how we call God our Father and Jesus our brother, but
find it hard to introduce them to the rest of the family.

....funny how people want God to answer their prayers, but
refuse to listen to His counsel.

....funny how people think they are going to Heaven, but don’t
think there is a Hell.

....funny how we demand justice for others, but expect mercy
from God for us.



....funny how so many Churchgoers sing ‘Standing on the
Promises’, but all they do is sit on the premises.

....funny we can’t think what to pray, yet it is so easy to speak
to a friend.

Oh wait....maybe all this isn’t so ‘funny’ after all.

From ParishPump at http://www.parishpump.co.uk

THANKS. ....to Anita McLachlan for her time and dedication in
taking the hard copy from me each month and producing 500+
copies of the Courier magazine — always on time!
THANKS.....to Una Miller for standing in for Anita over the past
months and continuing the production of the Courier during
Anita’s convalescence.

THANKS. ....to the team of Church folk which collates and folds
the pages.

THANKS. ....to those who are involved in the distribution of

the Courier.

All of you....enjoy a well-deserved summer break! Ed.



